
We enter this season of renewal 

and rebirth, still missing the 

people, places and things that 

formed the fabric of our lives 

before March 2020.  The familiar 

faces, the family dinners, the 

favorite restaurants and 

gathering places, the small 

remembrances and gifts that 

brought us smiles, brightened 

our days, made us feel special. 

For the women we care for, the 

losses have been astounding, 

and continue to shatter their 

lives.  It wasn’t just that they had 

no family—they were profoundly 

and emotionally alone, forced to 

face the highly contagious virus 

in crowded shelters or go through 

a pregnancy in fear.  It wasn’t 

that they couldn’t get groceries—

it was that the food stamp 

program was cut back, or riding 

on the T was too scary. There was 

no internet to order groceries 

online, or money to pay for them.  

It wasn’t that they deliberately 

got frostbite or allowed their 

coats to fall apart in shredded 

layers—it was that they didn’t 

have access to mittens, hats, 

scarves or donated clothing. 

But we were there. We brought 

them food and grocery store gift 

cards, toiletries, laundry 

detergent, toilet paper.  Our 

supporters dropped off masks, 

hats, mittens, scarves, and coats 

that we took to the women who 

were so grateful to receive them. 

We went to where the pregnant 

women were staying to check on 

them, to give them cab vouchers 

to their appointments, to make 

sure they were safe from physical 

harm, that they had enough to 

eat for themselves and their 

baby, to screen them for post-

partum depression.  We called 

and visited the older women, and 

let them talk, because often, 

that’s what was needed most. 

We just opened our own 

independent free clinic for the 

women who have waited over a 

year to see us.  Thanks to our 

team, and thanks to you, we 

were able to close the many gaps 

in care created by the pandemic.  

With your support, we can 

continue to bring love and hope 

to the women, young and old, 

grandmothers, moms and 

babies, to show up, hold their 

hands, and reassure them that 

they are not alone.   

- Roseanna Means, MD 
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The stars aligned for a wonderful 

evening of music and inspiration 

for our February 25th Broadway 

Smashes Covid Virtual Benefit. 

The evening featured songs from 

Renee Fleming (“So Big/So 

Small” from Dear Evan Hansen), 

Laura Benanti (“Skylark”), Alisan 

Porter (“What I Did For Love” 

from A Chorus Line), and a duet 

from Heather Headley and host 

Chris Mann (“Written in the 

Stars” from  Aida). Add 

unforgettable performances from 

John Lloyd Young, Adam Pascal, 

Cheyenne Jackson, Orfeh, 

greetings from Jenna Ushkowitz 

and Barrett Foa, and music from 

Willy Beaman, and it was like a 

night on Broadway. Almost. 

Our virtual event provided 

entertainment and a much-

needed sense of community  as 

we raised awareness about the 

devastating impact that COVID-

19 is having on those who live in 

poverty and on women.  

For over 20 years, it has been 

our mission to “improve the lives 

of women who are homeless or 

marginally housed through 

quality healthcare, education, 

and advocacy.” The pandemic 

did not create the need for our 

services but it did make the need 

far greater.  Access to 

healthcare, food support, and 

shelter was severely limited by 

the closures and restrictions put 

in place in March of 2020.  

Thanks to the 400+ guests who 

joined us for the performances, 

we smashed through our 

fundraising goals, raising over 

$87,000 to support our 

programs. With such generosity, 

we were able to open our West 

Street Clinic. These funds provide 

for the additional medical care, 

supportive services, food, and 

transportation that struggling 

women need. It’s amazing what 

an evening of entertainment and 

joy can do! 

Watch 

“Written in the Stars” from Aida 

Performed by  

Chris Mann and Heather Headley 

Visit 

http://bit.ly/hcww-bdwy 

Thank you to our sponsors 

Lois Lopatin 

Doug Johnston and Susan Fagerstrom 

Michael Randall and Adolfo Girala 

Anonymous Member of 

The Division of Women’s Health at 

Brigham & Women’s Hospital 

Donate Now Visit Website 

http://www.bit.ly/hcww-bdwy
http://www.bit.ly/hcww-bdwy
http://www.bit.ly/hcww-bdwy
https://www.cvshealth.com/
http://www.healthcarewithoutwalls.org/giving/make-donation
http://www.healthcarewithoutwalls.org/
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Our work with Bridges to Moms 

and the staff at Brigham & 

Women’s Hospital has connected 

our team of nurse practitioners 

and community health workers to 

expectant moms with high-risk 

pregnancies who have no place to 

call home, improving health 

outcomes for moms and babies 

alike. But too often the medical 

staff is unaware of their patient’s 

housing status and new moms are 

left to scramble for shelter right 

after giving birth. 

Our newest team member, 

Yasmin, works onsite at BWH as a 

member of the Newborns/NICU 

team to identify and support those 

women who have no place to go 

after their baby is born. Yasmin is 

an experienced educator who 

worked within underserved 

communities for over 10 years. 

Supported by the full BTM 

program, Yasmin steps in to find 

safe shelter, provide basic 

necessities such as food, diapers, 

and strollers, and begin the 

process of searching for a stable 

home of their own.  

We are grateful to the donors that 

helped fund this important work to 

give newborns a better start to 

life. 

 

systems, the intersection of 

healthcare and insurance, 

government and policy matters, 

medical practice and procedures, 

and all areas related to 

fundraising and fiscal 

responsibility.  

 

“Our board has shown tremendous 
agility navigating our way through 
the health crisis that started in early 
2020. Supporting the dedicated 
leadership team and staff at 
HCWW is a privilege and an 
honor.” 

-William Heald, 
Board Chair 

Spr ing 2021  

With the demands of work, family 

and community, we are so grateful 

for the time that is given by our 

many volunteers.  From our  

medical volunteers in the clinics to 

our development volunteers and 

student interns who help with 

mailings, events, and office work, 

we rely on their expertise, 

commitment and passion for our 

mission every day. 

We can’t forget our Board of 

Directors, who also donate their 

time and expertise to guide HCWW 

through the changing healthcare 

landscape. Our board provides 

insight and oversight across a 

broad range of topics: legal and 

regulatory matters, technology and 

D O U B L E  D U T Y :  D O N A T I O N S  O F   
T I M E  A N D  E X P E R T I S E  

Dr. Laura Zug Quimby began her 

affiliation with HCWW as a 

physician volunteering at our family 

shelter clinic in Waltham from 

2013 until its closure at the end of 

2016. For the past 4 1/2 years she 

has served as the Medical Director 

of the Essex County Correctional 

Facility in Middleton, MA, 

overseeing the health care program 

for 1,200 male inmates.  

Laurie has been a trustee since 

2017 and is a knowledgeable and 

vocal advocate for the women we 

serve. She is an enthusiastic 

ambassador and fundraiser, 

passionate about the work we do to 

meet the health care needs of 

women in need. 

Board of Directors 

William Heald, 
 Board Chair 
Domingos Lamas, 
 Treasurer 
Mary E. Grant, MS, RN, 
 Clerk 
Omo Adebiyi 
David Fairchild, MD 
Ann Marie Ganem 
Bernard R. Jones 
Anne Murphy 
Laura Zug Quimby, MD 
Bruce Solomon  
Sarah Troiano 

N E W  S TA F F  M E M B E R S  H E L P  M E E T  T H E  
G R O W I N G  N E E D  F O R  S U P P O R T  S E RV I C E S  
Finding stable housing for our 

clients is key to their overall health 

and wellbeing. Navigating the 

housing system requires 

knowledge, tenacity, and patience.  

In Boston there is less than 50% of 

low income housing available for 

those who need it—and that was 

before the pandemic. High 

unemployment and the potential 

wave of evictions will only make 

things worse. 

Meet Edual, our Senior Housing 

Coordinator. Edual joined HCWW 

last summer and has been sharing  

his expertise with our Community 

Health Workers in the Bridges to 

Elders and Bridges to Moms 

programs. Edual has empowered 

our team to guide our clients 

through the housing search 

process, identifying and then 

completing appropriate 

applications, gathering required 

documentation, and, when 

successful, helping  with the 

transition to  a new home, 

providing stabilization case 

management to help women 

remain housed.  

With housing so scarce, his 

experience and professional 

network enable us to  help our 

clients find a place to call home. 

Yasmin Almonte 
Community Health Worker 

 

“I see how women; especially 
homeless women are so left 
behind. I might not be able 
give them a castle, but I am 
here to support them in every 

possible way."     

Edual Infante 
Senior Housing Coordinator 

 

“We help to identify the right 
housing choice for each woman 
we work with. Making sure 
they can stay there is just as 
important as finding a place 

initially."     
Just two weeks after joining our 

BTM team, Yasmin was 
introduced to  “Mary” and her 
beautiful newborn. “Mary” had 

just given birth but worried 
because she had no place to go 

when she left the hospital.  
With Yasmin’s help, she 

applied for—and received—
emergency shelter through 

DHCD. Today, “Mary” and her 
daughter are together, safe, and 
thriving as a family.  “Mary” is 
working hard to care for her 
baby and hopes to work one 

day as a Certified Nursing 
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W E S T  S T R E E T  C L I N I C  I S  N O W  O P E N !  

Health Care Without Walls 

is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization 
 

Tax ID 04-3487205 

We rely on the generosity of our 

donors. 
 

Please donate today  
 

Visit 

healthcarewithoutwalls.org/giving 
 

Or 

Text “HCWW” to 44-321 
 

Or mail checks to  

HCWW at 

148 Linden Street, Suite 208 

Wellesley, MA  02482 

Health Care Without Walls 
Compassionate care for women  

and families in need 

I N  T H E I R  O W N  W O R D S :  
M E E T  S H A N N O N  A N D  N A E  

We share the stories of our 

clients—their experiences, hopes, 

and struggles—as best we can. 

But reading a second or third 

hand account of someone else’s 

life can’t compare to listening as 

a young woman shares her own 

story. Learning that you are 

pregnant when you are alone and  

homeless is scary. Asking for 

help, risking judgement and 

rejection is daunting. Telling your 

story to strangers, owning your 

circumstances, accepting help, 

and taking steps to improve your 

life for the sake of your family is 

courageous. 

Recently, two Bridges to Moms 

clients sat down with Dr. Means 

to share their perspectives on 

their journeys through pregnancy, 

homelessness, and connecting 

with our team. Their stories 

reflect the full range of joy, 

desperation, and finally—hope.  

To watch, visit 

healthcarewithoutwalls.org/ 

our-work/bridges 

Since the abrupt closures of our 

shelter-based Wellness Clinics back 

in March of 2020, we have been 

reaching out to help unhoused 

women as best we can.  The past 

year has been hard on everyone.  

We are excited to announce that our 

West Street Clinic is now open!  The 

Wellness Clinic is fully licensed, and 

our practitioners are ready to 

welcome clients old and new who 

need help with everything from 

seasonal allergies, muscle aches,  

wound care, blood pressure, blood 

sugar testing, medication 

management, medical referrals, and 

so much more. 

Our West Street site is also home to 

our Bridges to Elders program and 

our housing search & support 

services. Women who need our help 

now have a place to go that is 

welcoming, safe, and accessible. 

Centrally located one block from 

Boston Common, we will be 

scheduling appointments as well as 

accepting walk-ins. 

We will continue our work at the 

Wellness Clinic at Rosie’s Place 

when it reopens, making sure that 

women who visit there—or any other 

shelter—receive care for their 

medical, food, transportation, 

safety, and housing needs. The 

Bridges to Moms program will still 

be based at the Brigham & 

Women’s Hospital.  Both Bridges 

programs will continue to send 

teams whereever our clients need — 

to shelters, doctors appointments, 

housing offices… anywhere.  As long 

as there is a need, we will be there. 

We hope you will join us later in the 

year to celebrate this important 

milestone in our 20+ year history. In 

the meantime, we will keep doing 

our best to help women 

experiencing homelessness take 

care of their unmet health care 

needs, which includes housing, 

food, and so much more. We will be 

a steady, compassionate presence 

in a world that can be harsh and 

unforgiving.  

Medical staff and 

volunteers will see 

guests in a safe, private 

exam room 

Community Health Workers 

and Housing Specialists can 

meet with clients to listen 

and  help begin the process 

of accessing resources 

West Street Clinic 

41 West Street 

Boston 

On the verge of homelessness when 

the pandemic hit, Shannon was an 

emotional wreck when she first 

came to BTM. She struggled to find 

shelter for herself, her 3 year old 

and her newborn. The BTM team 

advocated on her behalf to get her 

shelter, and a nurse practitioner 

visited her to check her incision, a 

comfort since she was placed quite 

a distance from the hospital. The 

BTM team gave Shannon a voice 

when she didn't know what to say.  

“It was hard to get into shelter and it 

shouldn’t be…. At a time when I had 

nobody, I had Bridges to Moms.” 

Nae was introduced to our Bridges 

to Moms program when she learned 

she would be a single mom, with no 

help from the father, and about to 

become homeless. Wanting to give 

up and feeling unloved, the support 

from the BTM team was like having 

the big sisters she always wanted. 

Nae could cry out for help and know 

that she was safe to do so. The 

medical follow up after her C-section 

delivery, the transportation and food 

supports during the pandemic made 

her feel loved. Now, Nae wants to 

continue with her education to 

provide for her family as best she 

can. And, she hopes that one day 

any woman, at any hospital, who 

needs help can have access to 

Bridges to Moms. 

http://www.healthcarewithoutwalls.org/giving/make-donation
http://www.healthcarewithoutwalls.org/giving
http://www.healthcarewithoutwalls.org/our-work/bridges
http://www.healthcarewithoutwalls.org/our-work/bridges
https://youtu.be/cHuFPLNnsdY
https://youtu.be/x2MaFAni5Wc
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At Health Care Without Walls, our mission is to improve the lives of women and families who are homeless or marginally 

housed through quality healthcare, education and advocacy. 

148 Linden Street, Suite 208 

Wellesley, MA 02482 

781-239-0290 

www.healthcarewithoutwalls.org 

F U N D R A I S I N G  E V E N T S :  
H O S T  A N  E V E N T  O N  B E H A L F  O F  H C W W  

Here are just some of  the ways our community of  supporters have stepped forward to support women in need: 

The Martin Group 

Design Firm in Boston 

raffled off custom 

holiday stockings and 

collected socks on 

behalf of HCWW. 

Caitlin used her 2019 

Chicago Marathon run to 

raise funds and awareness 

around the issues facing 

homeless women in the 

Boston area.  

Ellen celebrated her 

80th birthday by asking 

friends and family to 

help a Bridges to Moms 

client furnish her new 

home. 

Happy Birthday Olivia! For 

her 10th birthday, she 

asked her friends to bring 

baby clothes to donate to 

help new moms in 

Bridges to Moms. 

After an inspiring visit from 

Dr. Means, the residents of 

Elizabeth Seton and Marillac 

Residences in Wellesley 

collected toiletries and 

funds in support of HCWW. 

We raised funds and raised 

our glasses to toast the end 

of 2020 with a Virtual 

Cocktail Crafting fundraiser 

hosted by members of the 

HCWW Board. 

Many thanks to the 

Residence Hall Association 

at Endicott College and 

Project Period for collecting 

feminine hygiene products 

for women in need. 

Wellesley Bank held a diaper 

drive in all of their branches 

collecting diapers for our 

BTM newborns.  You can 

never have enough diapers 

around! 

Do you have  

an idea for a  

fundraising event?  
 

Let us help! 

 
Call  

(781) 239-0290 
 

Or 
 

Email us at 
events@healthcarewithoutwalls.org 

mailto:events@healthcarewithoutwalls.org?subject=I%20want%20to%20host%20an%20event%20on%20behalf%20of%20HCWW!

